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A BOLD NEW BOOK ON POPULATION TRENDS AND THE NEED TO 
CONFRONT THEM

Distinguished Professor Paul Spoonley’s bold new book on population trends 
presents these striking facts: in 2030 there may be six million of us; one and a 
half million of us will live overseas; we will be clustered in Auckland, dependent on 
migration, and worried about a shortage of workers. We haven’t planned for this. We 
need to. 

New Zealand has a rapidly growing, changing and ageing population, and we are 
well advanced down a massive demographic disruption path that’s not receiving 
the attention it should. Spoonley argues that New Zealand urgently needs a 
population policy so we can all be clear about what lies ahead. This book is timely 
and provocative, and will fuel many a dinner-party and policy-making conversation.
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Distinguished Professor Paul Spoonley is one of New Zealand’s leading 
academics and a Fellow of the Royal Society Te Apārangi. He has led numerous 
externally funded research programmes, has has written or edited 25 books and 
is a regular commentator in the news media. In 2010, he was a Fulbright Senior 
Scholar at the University of California, Berkeley, and in 2013, a Senior Visiting 
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contribution to cultural understanding and in 2011, his contribution to Sociology 
was acknowledged with the Sociological Association of Aotearoa New Zealand’s 
scholarship for exceptional service to New Zealand sociology.

SALES POINTS

• An eminent author’s highly significant contribution to a key policy debate
• Published in time for the 2020 New Zealand general election
• Brings light not heat to a contested area

Intelligent, relevant books for intelligent, enquiring readers
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