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THE HISTORY OF NEW ZEALAND’S WORLD-FACING UNIVERSITY 

When Massey’s first students attended lectures in the agricultural college headed 
by visionary scientists Geoffrey Peren and William Riddet in 1928, their arrival was 
a major milestone. New Zealand politicians, academics and farming leaders had 
been wrangling over what an agricultural college should be and where it should 
be located for 15 years prior. For a time, the only thing that could be agreed on 
was that in order to transform the country’s agriculture and help feed the Empire, 
there did need to be one. 

Massey brought science to New Zealand farming and created a culture of 
research rigour. Massey also came early to an international approach, welcoming 
the first generation of Colombo Plan students and continuing its research and 
contract relationships across the globe.

In From Empire’s Servant to Global Citizen, distinguished historian Professor 
Michael Belgrave details the academic determination and political will that drove 
Massey’s creation, and the myriad changes across its history. It’s a candid account 
of one of New Zealand’s most progressive and entrepreneurial universities.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Professor Michael Belgrave is a foundation member of Massey University’s 
Albany campus, and a highly regarded historian. He was previously research 
manager of the Waitangi Tribunal and has continued to work on Treaty of 
Waitangi research and settlements. More recently he’s been heavily involved in 
negotiating the historical aspects of treaty settlements with a number of iwi. He 
has published widely on treaty and Māori history. His book Historical Frictions: 
Māori claims and reinvented histories explores the way that, generation after 
generation, Māori claims have been articulated in the courts and in settlements. 

SALES POINTS

• Fully illustrated throughout and handsomely packaged
• A candid look inside the evolution of a dynamic organisation
• There are 300,000 Massey graduates and 130,000 loyal Massey Alumni 

Association members
• Massey graduates are everywhere — not just vets but also key people in 

agribusiness, nursing, social work, public health, art and design, media and 
PR, business, sport management, food technology, engineering, school 
teaching, resource management and planning, and much more.
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