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NEW ZEALAND’S NEW SOCIAL CLASS, AND WHY IT MUST BE 
ASSISTED
Leading UK economist Guy Standing has referred to the precariat as a class-in-the-

making. The Precariat are our fellow citizens — be they poor, elderly, disabled, homeless, 

estranged from their cultural communities, refugees, engaged in casual work — who lead 

lives of uncertainty, dependency, powerlessness, perilousness and insufficiency. They are 

the outcome of the gradual dismantling of the welfare state and the withering of union 

representation. They are also the victims of the changing nature of work. 

This important book moves beyond the world of labour to identify and illustrate other 

forms of precarity in New Zealand, including the lack of opportunities for cultural 

expression and the struggle to be safe. It focuses on New Zealand’s emerging class, not 

to further vilify it but rather to place its members’ lived experience in plain sight. As the 

editors say, ‘It is time that all New Zealanders understood the reality of what many of our 

citizens endure in the struggle to make ends meet and live dignified lives.’ 
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Shiloh Groot (Ngati Pikiao, Ngati Uenukukopako) is a lecturer in Social Psychology at 

the University of Auckland. She is the co-chair of the tangata whenua caucus for the 

New Zealand Coalition to End Homelessness. Clifford van Ommen is a senior lecturer at 

the Centre for Psychology at Massey University. He has published in the area of critical 

neuroscience, body studies and the history of psychology. Bridgette Masters-Awatere 

(Te Rarawa, Tūwharetoa ki Kawerau, Ngai te Rangi) is a lecturer at the University 

of Waikato, where she is also a principal investigator for the Māori and Psychology 

Research Unit (MPRU). Natasha Tassell-Matamua is a senior lecturer in the School of 

Psychology at Massey University, where she teaches in the area of cultural psychology. 

SALES POINTS

• Important new scholarship on an emerging class and a worrying social issue
• Insightful, comprehensive and at times shocking
• Passionate new voices and fresh research
• Widespread media coverage planned
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