MASSEY
UNIVERSITY
PRESS

Intelligent, relevant books for intelligent, inquiring readers

Wanted

The search for the modernist murals of E. Mervyn Taylor

BRONWYN HOLLOWAY-SMITH

EDITOR i
BRONWYN [
HOLLOWAY-SMITH

$79.99

CATEGORY: New Zealand art

ISBN: 978-0-9941415-5-2

BIC: TMBN, ABC, ACXD2, AGB

BISAC: ART 016020, ART 062000
PUBLISHER: Massey University Press
IMPRINT: Massey University Press
PUBLISHED: March 2018

PAGE EXTENT: 256

FORMAT: Hardback

SIZE: 250mm x 210mm

THE DETECTIVE HUNT FOR SOME OF THIS COUNTRY’S MOST
IMPORTANT AND BEAUTIFUL MURALS

Mervyn Taylor — wood engraver, painter, illustrator, sculptor and designer
— was one of the most celebrated New Zealand artists of the 1930s to
1960s. He was highly connected to modernism and nationalism as it was
expressed in the New Zealand art and literature of the period. Between
1956 and 1964 he created twelve murals for major new government and
civic buildings erected in that era of great economic prosperity, during
which

New Zealand first began to loosen its apron-string ties to England.

Tragically, some have been destroyed and others presumed lost — until
now. This fascinating and beautiful book, bursting with archival material,
details the detective hunt for the murals and tells the stories of their
creation. They cement Taylor’s place as one of New Zealand’s most
significant artists, and are a celebration of the art and culture of our
modernist era.

‘In highlighting the fate of one artist’s work, Wanted reflects on all public
art launched with fanfare, paid for from the public purse, then carelessly
discarded. It underlines discussion on visual art as a valuable repository
of cultural history, and echoes the call in cultural corridors to establish

a national register of public art and reconsider heritage legislation with
particular focus on art made for architectural installation.” — Rosa Shiels,
Sunday Star-Times
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SALES POINTS

e Major essays by a range of expert writers on architecture, art, and the
nationalist project of the era

e Beautifully designed and packaged

e A small print run makes this a collectors’ item
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