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HOW SOCIAL WORK HAS TRACKED SOCIETAL CHANGE IN  
NEW ZEALAND

Massey University was the first New Zealand university to offer a social work degree,   
40 years ago. This book is published to mark that milestone. Relevant to all social workers 
today, its chapters highlight the political and social backdrop against which the social 
work profession worked and changed over the past four decades. 

It also casts a critical eye over the key issues and trends that continue to preoccupy the 
profession, policy-makers, politicians, the media and, indeed, the general populace. Its 
detailed bibliography highlights the remarkable and influential body of work  
of Massey social work students, staff and alumni since 1976.

‘While the book highlights many achievements of the programme, it also clearly reflects 
upon challenges ahead for the profession and social work education. It is wonderful that 
Merv Hancock’s wisdom on the uncertainty of the future completed the text: “Social 
work can make a contribution to defining the kind of society we live in. Therefore it 
needs to maintain a level of optimism about itself”. I thoroughly recommend this well 
researched, critical text.’ — Sonya Hunt, Aotearoa New Zealand Social Work

ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Dr Michael Dale has been a senior lecturer in the Social Work and Social Policy 
Programme at Massey’s School of Social Work since 2011. He is a registered social  
worker, and has 33 years’ work experience within the social services sector. He has 
worked for central government, local government and the NGO sector. He is a member  
of the Academic Programmes Committee of the Massey’s College of Health.  
Hannah Mooney (Ngāti Raukawa ki te tonga, Te Ātiawa, Te Atihaunui a Pāpārangi, 
Ngā Rauru) is a lecturer at Massey University’s School of Social Work. She completed 
her Bachelor of Social Work at Massey in 2004 and went on to work for Māori mental 
health with children, youth and their families. She completed her Master in Social Work 
at Massey, and in late 2011 was employed as a member of staff. Kieran O’Donoghue is 
Head of the School of Social Work at Massey University. He has published nationally and 
internationally in the areas of social work theory and practice, social work supervision and 
in relation to the social work profession. He is a registered social worker and a member of 
ANZASW. 

SALES POINTS

•	 An important survey of key developments in the social work profession and also in 
social work policy since the 1970s

•	 Of keen interest to politicians, policy-makers, academics, practitioners, and the media
•	 New Zealand has 17 registered social work degree providers in towns with 

bookstores. Bethlehem Tertiary Institute, Bethlehem; Tauranga Ara Institute of 
Canterbury, Christchurch; Eastern Institute of Tech, Taradale; Massey University 
Albany, Palmerston North, Wellington; Manukau Institute of Technology, Otara, 
Auckland; NorthTec, Whangarei; Open Polytech, Lower Hutt; Te Wananga o Aotearoa, 
Palmerston North; Te Wananga o Raukawa, Otaki; University of Auckland, social 
work taught at Epsom, Whangarei and Manukau; Unitec, Mount Albert, Auckland; 
University of Canterbury, Christchurch; University of Otago, Dunedin; University of 
Waikato, Tauranga and Hamilton; Waiariki Bay of Plenty Polytech: Tauranga; Whitireia 
Polytechnic Porirua; and Wintec, Hamilton

Intelligent, relevant books for intelligent, inquiring readers
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