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A FASCINATING AND DETAILED STUDY OF THE MAJOR 
CAMPAIGNS OF THE NEW ZEALAND WARS; HOW AND WHERE 
THE BATTLES WERE FOUGHT AND THEIR OUTCOMES

As interest in the New Zealand Wars grows, Soldiers, Scouts & Spies offers a 
unique insight into the major campaigns fought between 1845 and 1864 by British 
troops, their militia and Māori allies, and Māori iwi and coalitions. 

It was a time of rapid technological change. Māori were quick to adopt western 
weaponry and evolve their tactics — and even political structures — as they 
looked for ways to confront the might of the Imperial war machine. And Britain, 
despite being a military and economic super power, was challenged by a capable 
enemy in a difficult environment.

This detailed examination of the Wars from a military perspective focuses on 
the period of relatively conventional warfare before the increasingly ‘irregular’ 
fighting of the late 1860s. It explains how and where the battles were fought, and 
their outcomes. Importantly, it also analyses the intelligence-gathering skills and 
processes of both British and Māori forces as each sought to understand and 
overcome their enemy.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Lieutenant-Colonel Cliff Simons holds a PhD in Defence and Strategic Studies 
from Massey University and is Director of the New Zealand Wars Study 
Centre at Trentham Military Camp. This book is based on his PhD on military 
intelligence during the New Zealand wars and his deep knowledge in this field is 
reflected in the engaging narrative. He is co-author of Victory at Gate Pa? (New 
Holland, 2018) with Buddy Mikaere and is based in Tauranga.

SALES POINTS

• An excellent and engaging writer, Simons brings his deep understanding 
of the practicalities of fighting to convey the immediacy of the conflicts; 
from the daring reconnaissance missions and minor skirmishes to dramatic 
escapes and bold campaigns. 

• Brings to life the historic figures of the time, from Governors and paramount 
chiefs, to foot soldiers, warriors, missionaries and spies.

• Wonderful collection of illustrations and contemporary photos, plus specially 
commissioned maps, all help to convey the terrain and tactics in the different 
theatres of the wars.

Intelligent, relevant books for intelligent, inquiring readers

PRINTABLE A3 POSTER AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST

A military history of the New Zealand Wars 1845–1864
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