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LOOK AT AUCKLAND BUILDINGS THROUGH THE EYES OF AN
ARCHITECTURE EXPERT

In this handy pocket guide, well-known architecture writer John Walsh
teams up with architectural photographer Patrick Reynolds to offer a
self-guided walking tour of 50 significant Auckland buildings, from the
Victorian era to the brand new. The sparkling and informative text is
accompanied by maps for each of the six routes.

‘We purchased a copy last week and have just completed one of the walks.
It was the most enjoyable experience, seeing our city through different
eyes and learning about buildings that we had always passed in the car
without a single thought. ... One of our friends has already purchased one
as well, on seeing ours, and | am sure more will be buying once we tell them
how we are spending our Sunday afternoons.

#10 on the Unity Books best-selling books of 2019 list (Unity Books
Auckland)

ABOUT THE AUTHORS

John Walsh is the communications director for the New Zealand Institute
of Architects. He is the author (with photographer Patrick Reynolds) of
several major books on architecture, including New New Zealand Houses,
Home Work, Big House Small House and City House Country House.
John lives in Auckland. Patrick Reynolds is one of New Zealand'’s best
architectural photographers.

SALES POINTS

e Alively pocket guide that brings a new dimension to a visit to
Auckland

o Expertly written and beautifully photographed

e Accessible price makes this an easy to carry memento of Auckland

o Aterrific introduction to a range of architectural styles
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Northern Club

19 Princes Street
James Wrigley and Edward Rumsey, 18605,
Historic Place Category 1

‘Among the British institutions transplanted tc Victorien
New Zealand was the gentieman's club. Versions of this
home-away-from-home for moneyed males popped up
in all of the colony’s main cities, and rather belatedly

in Auckland, which was always less proper than the
planned settlements to the south. The Nortnern Club
was estabiished in 1869, and n the same yea'the club.
bought the Royal Kotelan lalianate brick bukding
constructed only two years earler to 2 desigr by

itect James Wrigley (c1837-1882). The bulding

was then reconfigured to house the club by another
architect, Edward Rumsey (1824-1909),  pupil of the
famous English Gothic Revivalist Sir George Gilbert Scott
(1811-1878). who was ured for 2 while from Australia by
the wealth of gold-rush Dunedin. The most cramatic of
the Northern Club's varlous alterations is the resolutely
contemporary Wintergarden addition (2008) designed by
Fearon Kay Architects. Since 1927, Virginia creeper has
Grown on the two street fagades of the original building

archi

Civic Theatre

267 Gueen Streot
Bohringer, Taylor & Johnson, 1929
Historic Place Category 1

Entrepreneur Thomas O'Brien developed
achain of cinemas around New Zealand in

the 1920s. Evidently, he had the git of the

gab: at the end of the decade he persuaded

a bankto lend him — unwisely for i, happlly

for Auckiand — the huge sum of £180,000 (o
build the country’s biggest picture theatre on a
prominent ueen Street corner.In this golden
age of film — the talkiss were the lales! thing
the escapism of the movies was complemented
by the fantasy sellings of the new "2lmospheric’
pioture palaces. O'Brien engaged Melbaurne
cinema specialists Bonringer, Taylor 8 Johnson
o design the Givic Theatre, and young project
architect Thomas Leighton (1905-1990) was.
despatched lo Auckland. along with scenic artist
Arnold Zimmerman (1897-1985). The Beaux-
Arts-trained Zimmermann, who later worked on
Sydney's Luna Park and Anzac Memorial,did not
hold back on the Civic. Exterior matifs on the.
Art Deco building include sunbursts. scrolls and
dancing maidens: the interior is a concoction of
Moorish walled gardens, Persian minarets and
plaster-cast Buddnas and elephants, topped
off.abovs the 2700-seat main auditorium, by a
rendering of the night sky, twinkling with stars.

Ironbank

150-154 Karangahape Road
RTA Studio, 2008

When completed in 2009, ronbank was the first
ificant new plece of architecture to appear on
K Rozd In 2 generation,and it prefigured the street's
gracual but accelerating revival. Designed by RTA
Stuio, an innovative practice founded in 1999 by
Richard Naish and Tim Melvile, ronbank is a complex
bulding that addresses the very different conditions.
of the streets that bound it On its north side, the
buiding's low profile and glass-fibre reinforced
concrete fagade defers to its Vietorian and Ecwardien
K Road neighbours, but on its southern side (shown
here) the bullcing rises dramatically above workaday
Cross Street, presenting itseif a5 three six-storey
towers of steel-clad boxes. The stacking is askew and
100Ks 2 tle precarious — If those were containers.
Gown at the port you'd suspect a crane operator
had been working under the Influence. lronbank is a
particularly expressive exarple of the often striking
arehitecture commissioned by its owner,a family-
owined landlord company with a periodic inclination
to embark on 2 (well-costed) design adventure.

RTA Studio, 2012

Mackelvie Street Precinct

Ponsonby Road and Mackelvie Street

The Mackelvie Street Precinct is 2n 2dept
exercise in placemaking that, thiough the
creation of laneways and small courtyards,
Knits together small seismically-strengthened
buildings on Ponsonby Road and a row of

new sympatheticaly-scaled shops and
commercial lenancies around the corner on
Mackelvie Streel. RTA Studio director Richard
Naish has made a specialty of inserting new
bulldings into the fabric of Auckiand's old
inner-cily suburbs. He's not afraid of a bil of
ornament, seeing an expressive fagade as
one way to make contextual connections in
neighbourhoods that retain heritage buldings
from a more decorative lime. On Mackelvie
Street, the litle strip of north-facing shops tip
their roofs to the afternoon sun. The treatment
of the shops’ white cement-shest fagades
may be inspired by the pressed-tin ceflings

of their Victorian and Edwardian neighbours,
but on a blue-sky day the effect is more
exolic. s along way from Mackelvie Street to
Morocco, but the patten of the perforations.
carrles just a suggestion of the Souk.
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