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INSIDE THE FORBIDDING STONE WALLS OF NEW ZEALAND’S 
MOST INFAMOUS GAOL

Grim, Victorian, notorious, for 150 years Mount Eden Prison held both  
New Zealand’s political prisoners and its most notorious criminals. Te Kooti,  
Rua Kēnana, John A. Lee, George Wilder, Tim Shadbolt and Sandra Coney all spent 
time in its dank cells. 

Its interior has been the scene of mass riots, daring escapes and hangings. Highly 
regarded historian Mark Derby tells the prison’s inside story with verve and 
compassion.

‘If you want to know what it’s like inside that place, this book is the next best 
thing to a ten-year stretch’ — James ‘Diamond Jim’ Shepherd, former inmate of 
Mount Eden Prison

‘A major contribution to New Zealand’s penal history’ — Sir Kim Workman, penal 
reform advocate

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Mark Derby is a well-known historian. He wrote for the New Zealand online 
encylopaedia Te Ara for six years and is the author of several books, including on 
New Zealanders who fought in the Spanish Civil War, the Waihi miners’ strike and, 
recently, a graphic history of the Treaty of Waitangi.

SALES POINTS

•	 A lively and compelling history of one of New Zealand’s most famous 
institutions

•	 Accessibly written by a leading historian
•	 Well illustrated throughout

Intelligent, relevant books for intelligent, enquiring readers
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