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A REMARKABLE ORGANISATION AND ITS PIVOTAL ROLE IN THIS 
NATION’S INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Since 1943, during war, humanitarian and natural disasters and flashpoints of global 
tension, one government department has been charged with the critical role of 
representing New Zealand’s interests overseas. In doing so, the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade (and its predecessors) has needed to respond to ever-evolving 
political and military allegiances, trade globalisation, economic threats, natural 
disasters and military conflict on behalf of a small nation that seeks to engage 
on the global stage while maintaining the principles that underpin its political 
institutions. 

For more than 75 years the ministry has been served by some remarkable people, 
dedicated to an organisation that has reflected New Zealand’s developing sense of 
nationhood and place in world. This history of the foreign service, edited by one of 
New Zealand’s foremost historians, captures the high stakes, skill and intelligence 
involved in the development of a unique organisation.

‘A significant book of record on a significant ministry’ — Newsroom

ABOUT THE EDITOR

Dr Ian McGibbon ONZM worked as an historian in the Ministry of Defence, 
Department of Internal Affairs and the Ministry for Culture and Heritage during 
his 44-year career as a public historian. Specialising in diplomatic and military 
history, he wrote or edited twenty books, including official histories of New 
Zealand’s involvement in the Korean and Vietnam wars and the Western Front. 
He edited the Oxford Companion to New Zealand Military History and several 
collections of diplomatic documents. He is a life member of the New Zealand 
Institute of International Affairs, and has edited its publication New Zealand 
International Review since 1981. 

SALES POINTS

•	 A significant addition to our understanding of how New Zealand has interacted 
with the world since the 1940s

•	 Edited by one of New Zealand’s foremost historians
•	 Covers key international issues
•	 For all those with an interest in New Zealand’s international affairs and foreign 

policy, and especially those with a connection to the work of the ministry, as 
well as students of international relations and global studies

Intelligent, relevant books for intelligent, enquiring readers

New Zealand’s Foreign Service
A History


