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A LOVE AFFAIR WITH THE UNDERWATER WORLD

Perhaps the closest a human being comes to visiting another planet is to descend
into the sea.

In Soundings, Kennedy Warne connects his lifelong exploration of the underwater
world with a global story of humanity’s relationship with the sea.

Drawing on more than 20 years of fieldwork for National Geographic, he shares
experiences that range from diving with harp seals under the sea ice of the Gulf
of St Lawrence to following the legendary ‘sardine run’ along South Africa’s Wild
Coast; from watching turret-building ghost crabs in Arabia to witnessing the
impact of dynamite fishing in the Philippines; from swimming with crocodiles in
the Okavango Delta to finding seahorses on the Eastern Cape.

From myriad underwater encounters a wider conversation emerges about human
engagement with the sea. One question dominates: How can we care for and
reconnect with the oceans around us?

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Kennedy Warne, co-founder of New Zealand Geographic magazine and
contributor to National Geographic, often writes about the sea, including the
book Let Them Eat Shrimp: The Tragic Disappearance of the Rainforests of the
Sea. His most recent books, however, are land-based: Tuhoe: Portrait of a Nation
and View From the Road, a collaboration with photographer Arno Gasteiger.

He has also produced two children’s books with Northland illustrator Heather
Hunt: Cuckoo and the Warbler and It’s My Egg (and you can’t have it). Once

a fortnight Warne speaks about the outdoors, nature and adventure on RNZ’s
morning programme, Nine to Noon, in a slot entitled ‘Off the Beaten Track’.

SALES POINTS

e Intimate, thoughtful and beautifully written

e Warne is a well-known New Zealand writer and commentator on the
environment and the outdoors

o A perfect gift for divers, travellers, sailors and fishers, and all who love the sea

e Nature and travel writing at its very best
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A tale of’
two oceans

E WERE 10 KILOMETRES off the east coast
of South Africa, in the shipping lane, and the
seas were like mountain ranges. The coal carrier

ghtwhisp fast clip, enjoying a f

knots of assistance from the Agulhas Current, a river of water
that sweeps southward from the equator and is one of the
fasiest flowing currents in the ocean. Mark Addison, a local
boat captain, dive master and marine guide, had broughta

boatin the path of the ship and running ahead of it. We were
planing at i i i
‘There must have been half a kilometre between us, but it
feltasif we were about to be crushed by ts bulbous bow, which
hed al like
Thave rarely felt more awed by i
and implacable power than 1did at that moment.

Yetno vessel is invincible out here in the Indian Ocean
Ships like Nightwhisper have been snapped in two and sunk on
this coast,
high. In the 10-year period between 1981 and 1991, 30 ships

Leon, aboarbuilder as

well .2 game-fishing
skipper,bullchis st
aunch, Marline,in
1949 i hisboatshed

helping his father build
thelaunch when he
wasin his late teens,

Attwo, [ was already keen on the seashore. At 10, had learned t0
carcy  dinghy the way my faher did, il fashion. Today,Ispend
‘sumimer holidays cruising on Marline n the Bay of sands.

llustrate the peril o rising sea evel o atoll communitis.

An ethic
for the sea

WAKE TO THE SOUND of faint crackling, like electrical

static. It seems to be coming from under the hull of

Marline, which is anchored in Deep Water Cove, in the
Bay of Islands. Itis a calm, warm summer morning. The cove,
flanked by the hills of Cape Bret peninsula, e in shadow,
but sunligh is flaring the craggy branches of pohutukawa on.
the ridges.

‘The clicking s incessant, and I want to know what's
causingi. I rouse myself to go on deck and look over the side,
and the mystery is solved. Schools of fish are nibbling at the
creatures that have attached themselves to the hull. Itis the
sound of ther tiny tecth peckingat barnacle, bryozoan, alga
and wheworm that has woken me. I feel oddly pleased, as i1,

guest g a breakfast snack for thes
the bay.

More fish are shoaling near the kelp-fringed walls of the
cove a dozen metres away. | watch them move for a few minutes
inone direction, then turn as one and move backin the other.
Soon 1 will slip into the water to join ther.

‘This cove has become the best place to snerkel in the Bay of
Islands, but it wasn't always so. When [ wasa teenager, this area
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the author

ENNEDY WARNE IS THE founding editor of New
K Zealand Geographic and has written extensively for

that magazine and for its American counterpart,
National Geographic. He has written books about the world's
disappearing mangrove forests (Let Them Eat Shrimp), on the
‘Tahoe fwi (Tihoe: Portrait of a Nation) and on his first 20 years
with New Zealand Geographic (Roads Less Travelled), as well as

Hunt (The Cuckoo and the Warbler and Its My Egg: And You
Can't Have It). In addition to writing, for the past 13 years he

Radio New Zealand’s
weekday Nine to Noon programme, with 2 segment called Off
the Beaten Track

What  did and did o have (Neruda), 2012, colaborative
intaglio etching on paper by Niue-based artistJohn Pule and
Wellingtonbased artst, author and poet Gregory O'Brien

Media contact
Sarah Thornton, Thornton Communications

Massey University Press Email editor@massey.ac.nz

Albany Campus, Private Bag 102904, Phone +64 9 213 6886

North Shore 0745, Auckland, New Zealand www.masseypress.ac.nz Email sarah.thornton@prcomms.com
Phone (09) 479 8763 or 021753744





