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A vigorous strand of interest in the occult, the spooky and the mysterious has
been part of our history since 1840.
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A History of the Occult
and Esoteric in New Zealand

Shadow Worlds takes a lively look at communicating with spirits, secret ritualistic
societies, the supernatural, the New Age — everything from The Golden Dawn
and Rosicrucianism to Spiritualism, witchcraft and Radiant Living — and
introduces the reader to a cast of fascinating characters who were generally true
believers and sometimes con artists.

It's a fresh and novel take on the history of a small colonial society that was not
quite as ploddingly conformist as we may have imagined.
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As when with
downcast eyes we
muse and brood,
And ebb into a former
life, or seem
To lapse far back in
some confused dream
To states of mystical
similitude . . .
— ALFRED, LORD TENNYSON,
‘TO __.

+ "AS WHEN WITH
DOWNCAST EYES"’, 1872

scluding Freemasonry, the
tradion and. influcnc centh-century New Zealand
wasthe ‘Theosophical Socity. As American religion histrisn
Robert Elbvod acknowledged in his hadmark 1993 sy of shermative
sprcualicy in Aokearos, Jlands o the Dawn, n0 ocher uncomventional

st esoeeic group o

indiret, penctration and influcnce cht ‘Theosophy had, and in New
Zealand  was supremne n erms of mernbership, inflocace and stabity

the 19605 owe much o the sccesses of he TheosophicalSocity

contnents and Eascern metaphysics auractively packaged for Wescern
st I rech wasinternationl, nd conected industrilss, polcicans,
socal reformers and avant-garde anists aueicted 1 it pronse of

moraly.
The sy v frmed I N Yoy — s w ork sy
prcycnough i 1575 by Madame ilen Pcrovna Dlaaky (1531

i dokendel om o iy sapreponcsingy
moon-faced and port, exrsondinaily charismatic, and rapaciously
mnmAu||ut(m1mmlvrrtum¥mhrryxvpk\vmmq adenigracdto

inphogonts which  combimioan e gt poom s
arstocrtic manaers quickly atracted ollowers.
Blavatsky climed to hav visted Tibet in 1949 3nd to have made

i Masers in the vicnicy of Tashi Lhunpo. I scems unlkely thae
Blavasky did in fct visie Tiber — even Sylvia Cranston's caenest 1993

e
Aasers, Adiconally, Blvarsky's desripeions of Tt ae fv, nd her
of Tibean cultural and belef are trivial where not utrighe

exphaat

Bt Blavsky's claim did phy 1o 3 discrnible pychologicl urse

236 High Street, Dunedin, the premises
of the local branch of the Theosophical
Society from 1945 to 2006.

“This venue was owned by 3 lfe member of the Society, Margaret van
der Vi, who stared the chapter's cditaion group. I was sold when she
200 .

HotelinCavershamin 2015
+

1 1895, in dhe Andhra Pradesh town of Madanapalle, 250 kilometres

Brshmin, fimily who would deamarially shake Theosophy €0 its

for the Britis, and his mother dicd when he was 10. A the i of his

Previoush, Theosophy had offced no sgniicant challnges (0 the
ream Chriscanicy. At wors, they recasc
Christian dogma 2 the leralistion of the allgorical and Jesus 5 a0

hetcrm i i Theosophy sy meso e vy indvclig nall
i hifcking o the Sccond Coming,then,was beyond
iction ichinche Soc

formed asa vehice for his coming In 1912 Krishnammuresfther, ciing

regan custody ofche so he had surrndered totheSociey. B the most.
publiclyinfamous magicanofthe dach debauched GreatBeas himsel,

There slumber in every
human being faculties
by means of which
he can acquire for
himself a knowledge of
higher worlds. Mystics,
Gnostics, Theosophists
— all speak of a world
of soul and spirit which
for them is just as
real as the world we
see with our physical
eyes and touch with
our physical hands.

— RUDOLF STEINER, KNOWLEDGE
OF THE HIGHER WORLDS AND
ITS ATTAINMENT, 1914

have sieady brillybooked ¢ Anthroposophy incomnection
wih Theosophy 20d cducation, bue given its raonalsng.
phikosophy e wouklscemgermane o eamineitinmore detal

i the conteneof chis chapeer. ol Sciner's Andhropesophy contans
‘wthi i many vetges of s Theosophical origns — the exisence of

enber Enropean soterc tradsions,Sciner's tke on Chrisiaiy, and his

way sietises mvestige the il universe.

by, Anheoposophy describes human conscousness 253
process of cvlution through rencarmation ollowing he lows of ks,
bt coatrary 0 Theosophy, ses ll e 35  devolucion fom 1 perfect

Teastdevolved The univere, and this evolutionary process aking place
withinit s controlcdby ahicrarchy of pircslforcesarously gocrning

complcaied —in the prescnt g heginning in 1879 afcr 3 clesdal var

spiiually Barmonisiog forc), the Archangel Michael (he messenger
of the Chris g cradiviy and inspiration in assrtive oppesition to
ncgatie fores), wha stand in opposicion t0 the predominantly (though

Stencr and Aachroposophy's inlucace can be found i 3 broad
swahe ofaras, botbly Stcince Waldorfschools,biodynamic agiculure,
stemative medicne, special necds educaton and services, the ars,
architecture and socilly responsible fnance iniativs, among others.
The movemcac's headauartrs ae the Goctheanum in Dornach, i the
Svis canton of Solothurn.

cheamum s 3 gigantic boikling designed by Stciner along

Rosaleen Norton, Three
Witches, c.1951.

Thee s wee s from Naron'sbome f 5 by iy S

e g s Lo G o et
police a Sydney Ainpors, and was found to have tied o bring around
800 pornographic photographs, an explice flm and rbber masks inco

confronted with the cidence of i ong:cime afaie with Norton. Racher

charges under sectior 23 of che Customs Act. He was fincd £100, His

recumed, disgraced o Britsin
th Greenlces had fllen spart.
best of cimes, was admited t0
the sandstone confines of Sydney’s Callan Park Hospital with a mental
breakdown in 1955, and dingnosed with schizophreaia wwo years .
Norton continucd to vsi him in hospital, tsking him in during his
1964,

Purk

carein 1983 fouryeap aiee Norton dcd.
Meanvhile the tbloid auention around Norton intensifed and
ome. I aer

ravely; o out by
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Shortly afeer the 1955 ncident 30 3 stnt n Sydney's infimous Long.

sumarunui, the 16-year-old had taselled to
yea way on a ship. A stopover in Sydncy
o for e o a0 sy she v, v
though she didn'e hve 3 passpors. According to che firse volume of

Helena Petrovna Blvatsky,
minor Russian noble, devotee
of Indian Masters and founder

of the Theosophical Society.

among her compatrios In the nincceenth and cvendieth centuries, 3

of disinguishing 3 more authentic Rasian identiy from the Westcrn

cencury.Inthe inl decades ofsanlom, Rusian incellecua e resdily
embraced he finge.

i . "
of science and elgion sofencd, so tha by che carly 19005 che st
adsancesin Russian mathematics, pariculay he sudy of ininic, were
beinginlucnced by the hrcceal iasavieor Name worshipping’secof
theOnthodox Church.
The sect was known for s obscssive worship of the name of the
mystcal God 35 God isel? Theosophical comventions. boue higher
alld ‘Tourth Wy
mysics .. Ouspensky (1878-1947) and George Gurdie (41949)
them i Chapeer 5 —

1856) a Kazan Universiyin Russian Tarsrsan.*

reputedly sinto-be-saved (autocrote asphyiaton was said 10 festue)

would embrace resoluionary socialist polics following his beother’s

ecome amajor figure at the Romano court n 1905.
Less Known is hat before Raspuen, the French occultise Gérard
Encausse (1865-1916), becer known as ‘Papus’, eld similr sway over
Nicholas I and Tosrint Alexandes,vsting Russia a 1901, 1905 nd 1906,
Rusian minds c th Jeary wide

open.
Dlavacsky may noc have viiced Tibe,alase nche Ash,bue ibec ad

Chapter 5.

Rudolf
Steiner and
Anthroposophy

poliical sgicstor Gabricle DAnnunzio, who held sway over an cqually

England, promoting the Thelems fith and giding humaiey inco the
on of Horus. He dicd, pennikss, of chronic bronchics aggravated by
plearisy in 2 boarding house his friends had found for bim in Hastiogs,
Susse, i 1947

colosslcgoit of the frs wate,be was B rom the pantomin
the popular media has trid to tar him 2 being, Crowley ncver
Aotesros, avde from the Jocal presence of OTO (sddressed in Chapter
12),but e docs hav sevralconnections tothis arhipelago through four
wormen who s in e wy or snother asocited wich him.

+

"o begin with, we shoukd dispel one insidious myth. Leil K Nerissa
Bathurs, Waddell (1880-1932) — remamed the more propitious Laylah
e Kabba

and Crowky's musc and mistess i the 19105. For Crowley she was the
Divine Whore, Mother of Hesven’, Sisir Cybele, Scrlet Woman' nd

the anima and female sexualiy
South Wale
carcer a5 3 violin eacher at schools i the arc unclambiton took hr o

Henry Haywand (18651945), wha recruicd her for The Brescians, an
Anglo-alian cincma orchestrs that worked for T. . West and his West

Leila Waddell, violinist, ‘Divine
Whore', ‘Mother of Heaven'
and 'Scarlet Woman'.
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