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A FRESH LOOK AT THE MURDERS OF HARVEY AND  
JEANNETTE CREWE

The murder of Harvey and Jeannette Crewe in their Pukekawa farmhouse in 1970 
remains New Zealand’s most infamous cold case.

It spawned two trials, two appeals, several books, a film, and eventually a royal 
commission finding of police corruption.

It also resulted in a free pardon, the only time the New Zealand government has 
bypassed the courts to set a convicted murderer free. 

And still, the Crewes’ killer has not been found.

Combining gripping narrative, detailed research and striking new testimony from 
those who were there, this book tells the complete story of the case for the first 
time.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

KIRSTY JOHNSTON is an award-winning investigative journalist with an
interest in inequality, gender and social justice. Her work has helped
to change lives, through the banning of seclusion rooms in primary
schools, and the repeal of a law that discriminated against family carers
for the disabled. She began her career at the Taranaki Daily News,
and has worked at Stuff, the Sunday Star-Times and the New Zealand
Herald. She has made two documentaries. She was named Reporter of
the Year at the 2022 Voyager Media Awards. She now works at RNZ.. 

JAMES HOLLINGS is Associate Professor of Journalism at Massey University,
Wellington. He is the author of A Moral Truth: 150 Years of Investigative
Journalism in New Zealand (Massey University Press, 2017) as well
as numerous academic articles on journalism. At Massey he teaches
investigative journalism, among other things. Before joining Massey he
was a journalist for newspapers and radio both in New Zealand and
overseas. He has also made two documentaries.

SALES POINTS

•	 An enduring and fascinating murder that has never been solved
•	 A clear look again at all the facts plus fresh new interviews 
•	 Pacey, exciting read by seasoned journalists

Intelligent, relevant books for intelligent, enquiring readers

The Crewe Murders 
Inside New Zealand’s most infamous cold case
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