MASSEY
UNIVERSITY
PRESS

Intelligent, relevant books for intelligent, enquiring readers

Mr Ward’s Map

Victorian Wellington street by street

ELIZABETH COX

$90

CATEGORY: New Zealand history
ISBN: 978-1-99-130906-8

THEMA: NHTP1, RGCU, NHM, TMBN
BISAC: HISO04000

PUBLISHER: Massey University Press

IMPRINT: Massey University Press
PUBLISHED: November 2025

PAGE EXTENT: 560

FORMAT: Hardback + jacket

SIZE: 315 x 230mm

RIGHTS: World

AUTHOR’S RESIDENCE: Te Whanga-

nui-a-Tara Wellington, New Zealand

ISBN 978-1-991309-06-8

97781991"309068

A FASCINATING JOURNEY THROUGH WELLINGTON’S HISTORY

In 1891, a remarkable map of Wellington was made by surveyor Thomas Ward. It
recorded the footprint of every building, from Thorndon in the north and across the
teeming, inner-city slums of Te Aro to Berhampore in the south.

Updated regularly over the next 10 years, it detailed hotels, theatres, oyster saloons,
brothels, shops, stables, Parliament, the remnants of Maori kainga, the Town Belt,
the prisons, the ‘lunatic asylum’, the hospital and much more, in detail so particular
that it went right down to the level of the street lights.

Mr Ward’s Map uses this giant map and historic images to tell marvellous stories
about a vital capital city, its neighbourhoods and its people at the turn of the
twentieth century.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Elizabeth Cox is a Wellington historian who specialises in both architectural
and women'’s history. She is a former senior historian at the Ministry for Culture
and Heritage. Her book A Friend Indeed: The Saving of Old St Paul’s, about the
battle to save Old St Paul’s Church in Wellington, was published in 2018. Her
2022 book Making Space: A History of New Zealand Women in Architecture was
widely praised. She is a Trustee of the Futuna Chapel in Wellington.

SALES POINTS

e Aunique and engrossing way to learn about the history of Wellington
e Of interest to all who know and love our capital city
e Generously illustrated
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